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Monitoring Congressman Ryan Costello  
6th District of PA 

Sunday 11 Mar 2018 Edition 
 

KEY POINTS 3/4 - 3/11 
 

o TARIFFS:  Costello’s office issued a statement expressing his “serious concerns about the 
new tariffs”.  He did not sign a letter to Trump complaining about the tariffs, which 107 other 
GOP members of Congress signed.  Local Congressmen Dent and Meehan did.  Local articles 
about the impact of the tariffs mentioned the Coatesville and Conshohocken ArcelorMittal steel 
plants. 

o CONGRESSIONAL MAPS:  Articles this week on the status of the federal court case, where 
hearings were held on 3/9.  Costello is one of the GOP Congressman who is a party in the 
lawsuit.  Meanwhile there has also been no decision from Alito and the SCOTUS on their case 
either.  So the new D6 still stands and candidates are collecting signatures. 

o GUN SAFETY:  As this week the Coons-Toomey bill in the Senate got press, we were 
reminded that Costello was one of the bipartisan group of legislators who introduced the same 
bill in the House last fall.  This week Costello expressed support for repeal of the Dickey 
Amendment (restricting research funds on gun violence).  Costello spoke at a West Chester 
East High School event on gun safety and specifically spoke in support of HR1478, the Gun 
Violence Research Act (he signed on as a co-sponsor on 2/26/18).  GOP strategists observe 
that incumbent Republicans with tough races are starting to support gun safety measures.  At 
the same time Costello was criticized by conservative media sources for his positions. 

o ELECTION 2018:  D6 showed up as #8 on a list of top 10 districts most likely to flip this year.  
Houlahan described as the most likely winner of the Democratic primary.  Interestingly, 
Costello donated just recently to the campaign of Rick Saccone in D18 (the race against Conor 
Lamb). 

o HEALTHCARE:  Costello published a guest column this week, touting legislation passed and 
supported by him that helps seniors and rural communities.  He highlighted his article via 
Tweet.  Meanwhile Costello is being criticized by conservatives and libertarians like The 
Federalist and the Heritage Foundation for HR4666 (sponsored by Costello), which authorizes 
over $30 billion for a Stability Fund to help the ACA marketplace.   

o LEGISLATION:  Environmental regulations like the Clean Air Act and general deregulation 
were on the table this week in the House. 

o HR1119 (SENSE Act):  This passed although Costello did not vote one way or the other 
on it.  This bill undermines the Clean Air Act.  Details below.  It passed the House. 

o HR1917 (BRICK Act): Costello voted YES.  Another bill that undermines the Clean Air 
Act.  It passed too.  Details below. 

o HR4607 (Comprehensive Regulatory Reform) : Costello voted YES.  Basically about 
deregulation.  Details below. 

o OTHER:  Costello issued a press release advertising his being named Representative of the 
Year by the National Multiple Sclerosis Society.  Costello is not super-active on either Twitter 
or Facebook.  But he has been in the public at some in-district forums and petition-signing 
events. 

o DEGREE OF TRUMPISM:  Fivethirtyeight Trump score is 93.8%.  Overall voting record at 
85.9% with party.  Costello has voted more with Trump than with his party? 
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Costello In The News 3/4 – 3/11 
 
Expectations for 2018 – Republican Agenda 
 
The Missing Republican Agenda 

o Matthew Continetti, 3/3/18, National Review 
o Article about status of Republican agenda.  Suggests that in 2018, few things likely to pass 

and that the 2018 midterms will see the Republicans touting the tax cut as their primary 
accomplishment. General discussion of status of various efforts (immigration, healthcare, gun 
control). 

o Costello only mentioned in the context of his negotiations with Sen. Susan Collins of 
Maine on a bill to improve reinsurance programs (healthcare).  Author of article 
supports Republicans focusing on healthcare in 2018, since focus groups seem to 
suggest this is popular with voters. 

o https://www.nationalreview.com/2018/03/republican-agenda-president-trump-sets-
course-policy-2018/ 

 
Steel and Aluminum Tariffs – Economy 
 
Pennsylvania Steel Region Divided on Trump’s Unexpected New Tariff Policy 

o Interview Transcript from All Things Considered, 3/3/18, NPR 
o After Trump’s announcement on imposing steel and aluminum tariffs, ATC host Michel Martin 

interviewed Costello on impact of tariffs on his district.  She observes that Costello’s district is 
50-50 R-D, has some steel manufacturing in it. 

o Costello shared that in additional to some steel manufacturing “on the circumference” 
of his district, it also has a domestic keg company and folks there are “extremely happy 
with the decision” [of Trump].  Ryan says “there’s a lot of crosscurrents in terms of who 
supports this as well as – some who would normally support the president’s economic 
policies have very deep-seated concerns over it.” 

o In repeated questioning from Martin on Costello’s reaction to the proposed tariffs, Costello 
generally is noncommittal, saying things like, “It does remain to be seen what the actual 
policy is.”  Costello expresses concern about the market reactions and European Union 
and WTO nation reactions.  Costello describes a lot of question marks about the 
proposal.   

o Costello also expresses concern about “the president’s very simplistic notion that trade 
wars are good, that we will win them, that it’s easy and that if they don’t come to play, 
then we just won’t ship anything to them.”  Costello argues that whatever country does 
that can simply go somewhere else which would damage our domestic manufacturing.   

o Martin observes that Costello’s district has steelmakers on one side and agriculture on the 
other.  Reminds us that in 2016, the district was evenly split R/D 50/50, that Clinton won D6.  
She wonders how Costello will “thread the needle” and thinks that at some point he’s going to 
have to take a position. 

o In the end, Costello doesn’t take a firm position and indicates that more facts need to come out 
first. 

o https://www.npr.org/2018/03/03/590616729/pennsylvania-steel-region-divided-on-trump-s-
unexpected-new-tariff-policy 

 
Tariffs May Help Coatesville, Conshohocken Steelworkers; Trade War Could Hurt Consumers 

o Lucas Rodgers, 3/8/18, Daily Local News 
o File photo of the Coatesville ArcelorMittal steel plant goes with the article. 
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o Another article about the Trump steel and aluminum tariffs.  This article suggests the tariffs 
could be beneficial to PA steelworkers, such as those in Coatesville and 
Conshohocken’s ArcelorMittal steel plants.  Could benefit other metal workers as well.  But 
critics say a global trade war, which the tariffs might kick off, would hurt all. 

o On 3/7, 107 congressional Republicans sent a letter to Trump expressing “deep 
concern” and asking for him to reconsider.  Local PA reps like Meehan, Dent, and Perry 
signed. Costello was NOT a signer. 

o Not as critical as some (like Toomey), Rep. Costello “is also wary of potential 
repercussions to the tariffs”.   

o Natalie McLaughlin, spokesperson for Costello, says: “Rep. Costello has serious 
concerns about the new tariffs, as consumers, workers, and businesses could face 
adverse impacts of this policy through increased costs and lost jobs.  While he was 
pleased to see exemptions for two of our country’s allies, Rep. Costello believes 
retaliatory measures could be taken that will cause great harm to our manufacturing 
industry, which employs thousands of Pennsylvanians in the Sixth District. He 
continues to share this perspective with the appropriate stakeholders, and continues to 
monitor the implementation process and encourage additional exceptions.” 

o More general info about the responses, positive and negative to the tariffs.   
o One group supporting locally is United Steelworkers (USW), which represents 580 

steelworks at the Coatesville steel mill, which makes products such as bridge plate for 
buildings and alloy for military vehicles. 

o http://www.dailylocal.com/general-news/20180308/tariffs-may-help-coatesville-
conshohocken-steelworkers-trade-war-could-hurt-consumers 

 
New Maps in PA – Election 2018 
 
Pa. House Races Are in Full Swing, but Layered With Uncertainty 

o Fox29 News, 3/3/18 
o Article about the state of the PA congressional races, given the new districts and remaining 

legal questions.  
o Overall, observes that primary fields are crowded, lots of folks collecting signatures on 

petitions, others are dropping out, still others running in districts where they don’t currently live. 
o Deadline for candidates to file 1000 signatures is MARCH 20.  Primary is May 15. 
o As far as the lawsuits go, Supreme Court Justice Alito has given Democratic new map 

defenders until Monday 3/5 to respond to Republican’s efforts to block the new maps.  
Republicans have also asked a panel of lower federal judges to toss the map.  That case has 
its next hearing Friday 3/9. 

o As for Costello, he comes up in the list of “hot races.”  Costello in D6 and Fitzpatrick in 
D1 are facing tough re-election contests. 

o http://www.fox29.com/news/politics/pa-house-races-are-in-full-swing-but-layered-with-
uncertainty 

 
Editorial:  Congressional District Maps and Candidates Remain in Limbo 

o Editorial, 3/3/18, TheReporter online 
o Author observes that many are confused.  The maps still aren’t really final.  The PA Supreme 

Court’s maps made big changes to suburban Philly counties, where once-gerrymandered 
districts are now replaced by districts that roughly map to counties.  Democrats seem happy 
and Republicans seem bitter. 

o Author says that Ryan Costello called the new map “racist” and called for the 
“impeachment of the justices.” 
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o Various other observations about the D and R candidates in the suburban districts. 
o http://www.thereporteronline.com/opinion/20180303/editorial-congressional-district-

maps-and-candidates-remain-in-limbo 
 
GOP Heads Back to Court Today to Stop Pennsylvania’s New Congressional Map 

o 3/9/18, The Morning Call, Tribune Review, Allentown 
o Article about 3/9 hearing in federal court to stop PA new districts.  8 GOP congressmen 

(one of whom is Rep. Costello) and 2 GOP state senators filed a lawsuit claiming the PA 
supreme court had no legal authority under the US Constitution to draw the recent 
election map.  Oral arguments were to be heard Friday.  

o This is one of two GOP appeals.  The other has been made to the SCOTUS as Justice Alito 
has not yet decided on whether the SCOTUS will hear it.   

o Meanwhile, candidates are circulating petitions to get on the ballot in the May primary, under 
the new districts. 

o The article reviews the history of the gerrymandering case in PA.  Finishes up with pointing out 
that the judges could decide to dismiss the appeal.  Or they could order a postponement of the 
new map.  Either choice is likely to result in another appeal. 

o Costello is mentioned as one of the US. Reps who filed the lawsuit.  The defendents are the 
League of Women Voters. 

o http://triblive.com/state/pennsylvania/13401261-74/gop-heads-back-to-court-today-to-stop-
pennsylvanias-new-congressional-map 

 
Dickey Amendment and More – Gun Safety 
 
Congress Members Talk About Repealing the Dickey Amendment 

o Ana Martinez-Ortiz, 3/3/18, Milwaukee Courier Weekly Newspaper 
o Observes that since 1996 every govt bill for funding has had the Dickey Amendment.  Now 

with another recent school shooting, several Congress members are taking a stand against the 
Dickey Amendment, which prohibited funds from being “used to advocate or promote gun 
control”.  The Dickey Amendment has led to almost no research being allocated on gun 
violence.   

o Various quotes from other congressional people about the amendment and situation.  Costello 
comes in as stating that while mental health plays a role in mass shootings, there’s 
usually another cause.  The article reports that Costello has “expressed concerns about 
the violence portrayed in the media”, Hollywood, video games, that make it “normal”.   

o http://milwaukeecourieronline.com/index.php/2018/03/03/congress-members-talk-about-
repealing-the-dickey-amendment/ 

 
Turning Point in the Campaign Against Gun Violence 

o Nick Gier, 3/4/18, Idaho State Journal 
o Opinion piece in support of gun control.  Only mention of Costello is noting the he has 

called for “universal background checks, a ban on bump stocks, and appears ready to 
ban assault rifles.”  The author says that Costello believes Dickey Amendment should 
be repealed – that’s the one that prevents the CDC from doing research on gun violence. 

o https://idahostatejournal.com/opinion/columns/turning-point-in-the-campaign-against-
gun-violence/article_d1b2e85f-facf-5fa5-9643-9141803b7459.html 

 
Pennsylvania Sen. Pat Toomey, Delaware Sen. Chris Coons Target Loopholes in Gun Laws 

o Alicia Victoria Lozano, 3/5/18, NBC10 Philadelphia 
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o Mostly about bill proposed by Senators Coons and Toomey.  Their law proposed fixing a 
loophole in background checks and requiring the FBI to notify state law enforcement 
within 24 hours when a person prohibited from buying a gun tries to buy one.  Rubio is 
also a co-sponsor.  Unclear if the Coons-Toomey bill components will be added to the “Fix 
NICS” bill.  Cornyn is the lead sponsor of the “Fix NICS” bill and is also a co-sponsor on the 
Coons-Toomey bill.   

o However Senator McConnell said no gun-related legislation will be heard in the Senate this 
week. 

o Costello is only mentioned as being part of a bipartisan group of legislators who 
introduced this same bill in the House last fall. 

o https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/Pennsylvania-Sen-Pat-Toomey-Delaware-
Sen-Chris-Coons-Announce-Bipartisan-Bill-to-Tighten-Gun-Laws-475845293.html 

 
Toomey, Coons Introduce Bipartisan Gun Legislation 

o Daniel Craig, 3/5/18, PhillyVoice 
o Like the prior article, mostly about the introduction of the Coons-Toomey bill in the Senate.  

With brief mention of Costello as part of the PA contingent of the bipartisan group of House 
Reps who introduced this bill last fall there. 

o http://www.phillyvoice.com/toomey-coons-introduce-bipartisan-gun-safety-bill/ 
 
Republican Congressmen Folding Under Pressure to Support Gun Control 

o Chris Reeves, 3/8/18, Townhall.com (a conservative web site, formerly published by Heritage 
but now by Salem Comm.) 

o Claims that Reuters analysis shows that incumbent Republicans facing tough races this 
fall are starting to support gun safety measures. 

o Various measures supported by various congressmen mentioned, but Costello comes up as 
“launching a late campaign for the Democratic primary by calling for ‘commonsense’ 
gun control policies ‘to reduce gun violence in society’”.  The authors reports that 
Costello supports banning bump stocks and “increasing and enhancing background 
checks” and striking down any bill for concealed carry reciprocity.   

o https://townhall.com/tipsheet/chrisreeves/2018/03/08/republican-congressmen-folding-
under-pressure-to-support-gun-control-n2458593 

 
These are the Republicans Hurt by GOP’s Refusal to Deal With Guns 

o Katie Glueck, 3/6/18, McClatchy DC Bureau 
o Republicans worried about a specific key group described by the author as pivotal:  

moderate Republicans from suburbia. 
o Costello says: “My sense is, there’s a heightened awareness, and it’s going to be 

sustained.”  Costello’s district was won by Clinton in 2016.  Also, “Whereas in the past, 
a tragedy occurs, two weeks later things settle and then we’re talking about Trump 
tweets, the government shutdown, any number of things which take away from the 
singular focus on this issue, it remains to be seen, but my sense is, the issue is going 
to remain as part of a couple of issues that voters, particularly middle-of-the-road 
voters, are going to look at to see where you stand and what you’re willing to do.” 

o Stakes reportedly high for GOP lawmakers who need their conservative base as well as these 
middle-of-the-road voters.   

o Concern among moderate GOP members and GOP strategists that if congressional 
efforts to curb gun violence fail again, suburban voters will have one more reason to 
break with GOP. 

o Says one GOP strategist of these voters, “It’s easy for them to understand why people 
should be allowed to own guns for self-defense and recreational purposes.  It’s really 
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hard to understand why everyone should have a weapon of war at their disposal at any 
moment.”  Also, “They want something done and it just so happens that traditional Democratic 
talking points dovetail perfectly with what these voters are looking for.” 

o For Democrats, at least one GOP-related consultant says, “There’s a real chance Democrats 
overplay their hand on this, and this rebounds badly against them in key states that they need.” 

o http://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/article203790094.html 
 
Democratic Challengers – Election 2018 
 
Academia is Running for Congress 

o Aldemaro Romero, 3/5/18, The Intelligencer 
o Similar to the explosion of women interested in running for elected office, the author suggests 

there has been an explosion of scientists seeking to engage in politics.  At least 60 scientists 
are bidding for seats in Congress this year.  And about 200 people with science and 
engineering backgrounds are also running for state legislative seats (similar numbers for 
school board and other entry level elected positions). 

o Chrissy Houlahan is described as an industrial engineer who is challenging Ryan 
Costello here in PA’s 6th Congressional District. 

o No other mention of Costello. 
o https://www.theintelligencer.com/commentary/article/Academia-is-running-for-

Congress-12728554.php 
 
Why These Five Scientists, Doctors and Engineers Entered the 2018 Political Fray 

o Ben Guarino and Laurie McGinley, 3/6/18, Washington Post 
o Another article about the giant piles of scientists, engineers, doctors and STEM professionals 

running for office this year. 
o They argue that scientists are best suited to dealing with “increasingly complex challenges and 

growing polarization” via their “ability to identify a problem, analyze the data and come up with 
the best solution”. 

o This article then highlights 5 such candidates, including Chrissy Houlahan.  She is described 
as a “veteran, former sneaker executive and Stanford University-trained engineer” who 
is taking on 2-term Rep. Costello in an “affluent district in the Philadelphia suburbs”.   

o Terry Madonna of Franklin & Marshall College predicts Houlahan will likely win the 
Democratic primary but have a harder time beating Costello in the fall.   He won his last 
election with 57% of the vote.  Madonna says of Costello:  “He’s a conservative but not 
a firebrand.”   

o Madonna adds, “There’s always a certain amount of emotion involved in campaigns.  And 
being too science-y and fact-based may not always work with the electorate.  The big thing for 
them is to connect with voters.” 

o https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2018/03/06/why-these-
five-scientists-doctors-and-engineers-entered-the-2018-political-
fray/?utm_term=.4f6918d9df58 

 
The Top 10 Most Likely House Flips 

o Carrie Dannmark Murray, 3/718, NBC News 
o D6 is listed at #8 on the list, described in the following way:  “After Pennsylvania’s 

redistricting, the seat held by Republican Ryan Costello is now one that Hilary Clinton 
carried by a 10 point margin.  Democrats like the chances for top recruit Chrissy 
Houlahan, a former U.S. Air Force captain and businesswoman.” 

o https://www.nbcnews.com/card/top-10-most-likely-house-flips-n854666 
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Campaign – Election 2018 
 
Biden and Bacon: Pennsylvania Favorite Sons Back Conor Lamb 

o Stephen Silver, 3/7/18, 50StatesofBlue (blog?) 
o Article about Biden and Lamb.  But Costello is mentioned as someone who has sent 

political money to Lamb’s opponent, Saccone in the last 48 hours, according to Greg 
Giroux of Bloomberg News. 

o https://www.50statesofblue.com/2018/03/biden-bacon-pa-favorite-sons-back-conor-
lamb/ 

 
ACA and Medicare – Healthcare 
 
REP.COSTELLO:  Lowering Costs and Improving Access to Medicare 

o By Rep. Ryan Costello (guest column), 3/5/18, Pottstown Mercury News 
o Costello here touts that the House recently passed legislation as part of the government 

funding bill, that he supports, and that includes provisions “important for seniors and 
rural communities.”  He says it “included significant, beneficiary-focused improvements 
to access to certain programs under Medicare and extended other Medicare policies.” 

o One of these programs is “Telehealth” which Costello describes as having “revolutionized 
care for both patients and medical care providers, allowing patients to use a tablet or 
smartphone to virtually see doctors or specialists without leaving their homes”, etc etc.  
Costello highlights provisions from the CHRONIC Care Act, “which allows Medicare to 
cover more telehealth services for treating chronically ill patients”.   

o Costello reports being “pleased” that provisions from legislation he cosponsored, “The 
Independence at Home Medical Practice Demonstration Program” were included in the 
funding bill.  Focuses on “care coordination for Medicare beneficiaries with chronic 
illness or disability”.   

o Describes two other programs he says benefit rural communities – access to dialysis 
facilities and the “home health rural add-on”.    

o Costello concludes with “Ensuring seniors in Pennsylvania can access the care they 
need has been a priority of my work on healthcare in Congress, and the government 
funding legislation I voted for has critical provisions to support seniors in accessing 
their care.” 

o http://www.pottsmerc.com/article/MP/20180305/NEWS/180309866 
 
Aetna’s Big Gun Control Donation Shows It’s the Epitome of Liberal Crony Capitalism 

o Christopher Jacobs, 3/7/18, The Federalist (conservative, libertarian magazine) 
o Author makes the argument that if health insurance companies can afford to make large 

donations to gun safety efforts, why does there need to be a “stability” package for the ACA 
healthcare exchanges? 

o Costello comes up as having introduced HR4666, which the author says would spend 
$30 billion over 3 years on a “Stability Fund” to subsidize individual and small group 
markets. 

o The rest of the article is a giant libertarian-feeling rant against Aetna. 
o http://thefederalist.com/2018/03/07/aetna-gun-control-donation-shows-it-to-be-epitome-

of-crony-capitalism/ 
 
More Taxpayer Bailouts Will Only Paper Over Obamacare’s Many Failures 

o Commentary, Robert E. Moffit, 3/8/18, The Heritage Foundation 
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o Author is concerned that Congress is set to “bail out” the ACA.  Describes the Trump 
administration’s elimination of cost-sharing subsidies last year.  But concerned that the 
administration is supporting restoring them and adding money to subsidize insurers who 
experienced excessive financial losses.   

o The CBO is expected to report that restoring the ACA cost-sharing subsidies “will reduce 
premiums by 15 percent to 20 percent and ‘save’ the taxpayers $32 billion over three years”. 

o Author lists various legislators co-sponsoring legislation to restore the cost-sharing subsidies 
(Sen. Lamar Alexander, Sen. Patty Murray) and those who want to provide a reinsurance pool 
fund (Sen. Susan Collins and Sen. Bill Nelson). 

o Costello comes up as having proposed to spend $30 billion over 3 years to fund 
reinsurance to cover the insurers’ cost of the ACA’s most expensive claims. 

o The author then goes on and on about what he thinks should be done. 
o https://www.heritage.org/health-care-reform/commentary/more-taxpayer-bailouts-will-

only-paper-over-obamacares-many-failures 
 
Paul Ryan Flip-Flops On Fiscal Responsibility to Prop Up Obamacare 

o Christopher Jacobs, 3/8/18, The Federalist 
o Another one by Jacobs (see above). More complaining about Speaker Ryan’s position in 2010 

vs what he is supporting now.   
o Costello comes up as authoring a separate bill “which House leaders have embraced” 

that would create a $30 billion “Stability Fund” for insurers, paid for by the “savings” 
(author’s quotes) from appropriating cost-sharing reduction payments… which the CBO 
is believes will save just over $30 billion. 

o Author decries the money spent on cost-sharing reduction payments and the stability 
fund as “fiscal gimmickry”.  Complains about how the CBO scoring was done.  
Suggests that Congressional Republicans will pay for these games in November 2018. 

o http://thefederalist.com/2018/03/08/paul-ryan-flip-flops-on-fiscal-responsibility-to-prop-
up-obamacare/ 

 
Drunk Drivers – Legislation 
 
Bill Aims to stop Repeat Drunk Drivers From Being Charged as First-Time Offenders 

o Kaylin Jorge, 3/8/18, Fox17 News Nashville 
o Tennessee Congressmen introducing subject bill which gives law enforcement access to 

latest records so repeat drunk drivers can be charged appropriately.  Costello 
mentioned only as having “joined the efforts for a bipartisan coalition” to support the 
bill. 

o http://fox17.com/news/local/bill-aims-to-stop-repeat-drunk-drivers-from-being-charged-
as-first-time-offenders 

 
Costello General Floor Votes 3/4 - 3/11 

 
Five Thirty-Eight’s Trump Score for Costello as of 3/10/18 = 93.8%  
Costello’s votes against party score (per pro publica) = 14.1%  
 
From GovTrack, supplemented by house.gov and Countable info…(remember, reverse chronological 
order) 
 
H.R. 1119: SENSE Act 
House Vote #101 
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Mar 8, 2018 10:44 a.m. 
Passed 215/189  COSTELLO DID NOT VOTE 
On Passage of the Bill in the House 
From GovTrack: H.R. 1119 addresses the application of the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) rule, 
the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards, issued pursuant to section 112 of the Clean Air Act, to electric 
generating units that utilize coal refuse to generate electricity. The bill would provide for limited 
modifications with respect to the Mercury and Air Toxics Rule for these coal refuse facilities by providing 
for alternative compliance options with respect to sulfur dioxide and hydrogen chloride emissions 
standards. 

According to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce, this legislation seeks to ensure that 
facilities that use coal refuse as fuel can continue to operate and will not be forced to shut down, due to 
unachievable requirements included in the Environmental Protection Agency’s Mercury and Air Toxics 
Standards (MATS). Coal refuse is the aboveground waste product of coal mining found near many 
abandoned mines. Coal refuse piles pose a number of environmental and safety threats and create 
significant costs for government and industry. 

Coal refuse-to-energy facilities are specialized power plants developed to recycle the coal refuse by 
using it as an energy source to generate electricity. There are 19 coal refuse-to-energy facilities, 
including 14 in Pennsylvania. In addition to creating an estimated 3,600 jobs, many of which are in 
economically distressed communities, these facilities create an average of $26 million per year in 
environmental value for the State of Pennsylvania alone. 

Some have suggested that coal refuse-to-energy facilities can meet the requirements of the MATS rule, 
citing the District of Columbia Court of Appeals decision in White Stallion v. Environmental Protection 
Agency. In that case, the agency had the authority to create a separate subcategory for coal refuse 
plants, but declined to do so in part because there were some such plants that could achieve the HCL 
and SO2 standards in the MATS rule. Notwithstanding the court’s holding that EPA had acted within its 
discretion, Mr. Vincent Brisini testified earlier this year on behalf of the Anthracite Region Independent 
Power Producers Association (ARIPPA) at the Subcommittee on Energy’s September 13, 2017 hearing 
that a number of bituminous coal refuse fired units cannot meet the MATS rule’s acid gas limits and face 
a threat of imminent closure absent passage of H.R. 1119. 

Source: Republican Policy Committee” 

From Countable:  “This bill — the SENSE Act — would ease emissions regulations for facilities which 
generate electricity by burning coal refuse by providing them with an alternative means of 
complying with the Mercury and Air Toxics Standard (MATS). Such facilities would be able to 
choose an emissions standard for either hydrogen chloride or sulfur dioxide with which to 
comply. Affected power plants generate electricity by burning coal refuse — a waste byproduct of 
coal that when sitting idle can catch fire or pollute bodies of water — as their primary fuel source, 
generating relatively inexpensive energy. 

The billʼs full title is the Satisfying Energy Needs and Saving the Environment Act. 
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Impact 

People who receive their electricity from, or work for coal refuse power plants; and the EPA. 

Cost 

$0.00 
The CBO estimates that enacting this bill would have an insignificant impact on the budget. 
 
Also from Countable:  “House Democrats opposed this bill in committee, writing: 

“It comes as no surprise that the majority is once again offering legislation to undermine CAA 
regulations to benefit coal-fired power plants at the expense of public health. What is 
surprising is that the SENSE Act puts major coal-fired plants at a disadvantage relative to 
waste coal plants by granting them unnecessary and un-warranted regulatory relief.”  
 
This legislation passed the House Energy and Commerce Committee on a party-line vote of 31-
23 and has the support of six Republican cosponsors.”	  
  
On Motion to Recommit with Instructions: H.R. 1119: SENSE Act 
House Vote #100 
Mar 8, 2018 10:35 a.m. 
Failed 181/225  COSTELLO DID NOT VOTE 
 
H.R. 1917: Blocking Regulatory Interference from Closing Kilns Act of 2017 
House Vote #99 
Mar 7, 2018 4:32 p.m. 
Passed 234/180  COSTELLO VOTED YES 
On Passage of the Bill in the House 
From GovTrack:  “H.R. 1917 addresses the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) National Emission 
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) for Brick and Structural Clay Products Manufacturing 
and for Clay Ceramics Manufacturing published on October 26, 2015. The bill would extend the 
compliance dates until after judicial review of the final rule is completed. H.R. 1917 also addresses the 
Standards of Performance for New Residential Wood Heaters, New Residential Hydronic Heaters and 
Forced-Air Furnaces, which uses a two phase framework to reduce emissions. The bill extends the 
deadlines for the second phase of this final rule from 2020 to 2023. 

BRICK PROVISIONS The EPA published its final rule entitled ‘‘NESHAP for Brick and Structural Clay 
Products Manufacturing; and NESHAP for Clay Ceramics Manufacturing’’ (2015 Brick MACT) on October 
26, 2015. The EPA has promulgated this rule pursuant to section 112 of the Clean Air Act (CAA), which 
authorizes the agency to set emissions standards for certain sources that emit mercury and other 
hazardous air pollutants (HAP). The final rule applies to kilns at brick and structural clay products 
manufacturing facilities, and at clay ceramics manufacturing facilities. Compliance for existing affected 
sources is required by December 26, 2018. Prior to issuance of the 2015 Brick MACT, the EPA had 
issued an earlier version in 2003. This earlier rule required brick plants to install equipment on their kilns 
to control hydrogen fluoride (HF) and hydrogen chloride (HCl) emissions, and particulate matter as a 
surrogate for metal HAPs including mercury, and to create work practices to reduce other emissions. 
While the brick industry spent millions of dollars to comply with the 2003 rule, almost one year after the 
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compliance deadline had passed, that rule was vacated and remanded back to the EPA by the United 
States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia with direction to rewrite the rule. 

In developing its revised rule, the EPA determined that the substantial emissions reductions achieved by 
the control devices installed under the 2003 rule would be the starting point for the emissions limits 
under the current rule. The EPA, in its final revised rule, set the level of performance based on the 
controls installed in response to the now vacated rule. Legal challenges to the final rule are currently 
pending in the Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. For the 2015 Brick MACT, concerns have 
been raised regarding the legality of the rule, including potentially significant costs, which may make 
compliance impossible for many smaller plants. While the EPA estimates annual costs to comply with the 
rule to be $25 million, industry estimates have projected the annual costs to be potentially up to $100 
million or greater. Concerns have specifically been raised that in developing the final rule, the EPA has 
incorrectly assumed that brick companies already have or can readily borrow the capital needed to 
install the required equipment, and that the costs of the rule can be passed on to consumers simply by 
increasing brick prices. There are an estimated 7,000 workers employed by the brick industry 
nationwide. 

In the 114th Congress, the House passed similar legislation, H.R. 4557, by a vote of 238-163. 

WOOD HEATER PROVISIONS On March 16, 2015, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) finalized 
its Standards of Performance for New Residential Wood Heaters, New Residential Hydronic Heaters and 
Forced-Air Furnaces, which uses a two-phase framework to reduce emissions. The first phase of this 
rule took effect in 2015 and has reduced emissions by up to 90 percent with minimal economic 
interruption. However, the second phase of this rule, ordered to take effect in 2020, is proving to be 
much more burdensome for manufactures to implement. Manufacturers, most of which are small 
businesses, are having great difficulty designing compliant models in the short timeframe allowed by the 
EPA. As a result, some companies have already laid off workers, and others fear they will not be able to 
stay in business after 2020. Wood heater users, many of which are low-income households, face the 
likelihood of more expensive wood heaters and reduced product choice if the second phase is 
implemented as scheduled. The Section 3 wood heater provisions within H.R. 1917 were originally 
introduced during the 115th Congress as H.R. 453. 

Source: Republican Policy Committee” 

Countable says:  “This bill would delay emissions standards impacting manufacturers of clay 
structural or ceramic products until judicial reviews of the rule are finalized and no longer subject 
to further review. It would also delay emissions standards impacting new residential wood and 
pellet stoves, hydronic heaters, and forced-air furnaces by three years, so theyʼd now take effect 
in 2023. 

Impact 

Manufacturers of clay and brick, and home heating devices; federal agencies; and courts. 

Cost 

The CBO estimates that enacting this bill would have a negligible impact on the federal budget.” 
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Also from Countable: “House Democrats opposed these bills in committee, writing of the BRICK 
Act: 

“H.R. 1917 sets an extremely bad precedent… Had Congress adopted a policy in the CAA 
that rulemakings would not be final until all court challenges and lawsuits had been resolved, 
the U.S. would not have realized the tremendous public health and environmental benefits 
that our country now enjoys. The CAA does provide judicial remedies. When properly 
petitioned, the courts already have ample power under federal statutes to stay agency rule in 
a myriad of instances.” 
 
And they explained their opposition to the Relief from New Source Performance Standards Act: 

“The industry has been aware of the need to innovate and produce cleaner, more efficient 
products for at least 15 years. No further delay is necessary. [This bill] punishes innovative 
manufacturers, undermines consumersʼ fuel economy benefits, and jeopardizes public 
health.”” 
And from Countable: “Blocking Regulatory Interference from Closing Kilns Act of 2017 

Official Title 
To allow for judicial review of any final rule addressing national emission standards for 
hazardous air pollutants for brick and structural clay products or for clay ceramics 
manufacturing before requiring compliance with such rule.” 
 
On Motion to Recommit with Instructions: H.R. 1917: Blocking Regulatory Interference from Closing 
Kilns Act of 2017 
House Vote #98 
Mar 7, 2018 4:24 p.m. 
Failed 186/227  COSTELLO VOTED NO 
 
H.Res. 762: Providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1119) to establish the bases by which the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency shall issue, implement, and enforce certain 
emission limitations and allocations for existing electri 
House Vote #97 
Mar 7, 2018 1:46 p.m. 
Passed 227/185  COSTELLO VOTED YES 
On the Resolution in the House 
 
On Ordering the Previous Question: H.Res. 762: Providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1119) to 
establish the bases by ... 
House Vote #96 
Mar 7, 2018 1:39 p.m. 
Passed 229/183  COSTELLO VOTED YES 
 
H.R. 4607: Comprehensive Regulatory Review Act 
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House Vote #95 
Mar 6, 2018 4:25 p.m. 
Passed 264/143  COSTELLO VOTED YES 
On Passage of the Bill in the House 
From GovTrack:  “H.R. 4607 amends the Economic Growth and Regulatory Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1996 (EGRPRA) to require the Federal Financial Institutions Examination Council (FFIEC) and each of the 
federal financial regulators--now to include the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau and National 
Credit Union Administration--to conduct, at least once every seven years (rather than conducting a 
review every ten years as required under current law), a comprehensive review of all regulations 
prescribed by the council or the regulator, including all regulations issued after December 31, 2006, in 
order to identify outdated or otherwise unnecessary regulations and tailor other regulations related to 
insured depository institutions or covered persons. 

The EGRPRA requires the FFIEC, together with each appropriate Federal banking agency, to conduct a 
joint review of existing regulations every 10 years to determine whether any rules are outdated, 
unnecessary, or unduly burdensome, and consider how to reduce regulatory burden while, at the same 
time, ensuring the safety and soundness and the safety and soundness of the financial system. As part 
of the review, EGRPRA requires these agencies to, at regular intervals, provide notice and solicit public 
comment on a particular category or categories of regulations. 

Under current law, EGRPRA does not require either the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) or 
the National Credit Union Administration (NCUA) to participate in the review process, because the statute 
does not include them in the definition of an “appropriate Federal banking agency.” 

And while Title X of the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act (P.L. 111-203) 
requires the CFPB to review its significant regulations and report on them five years after they become 
final, and the NCUA has concurrently and voluntarily conducted its own review in a manner consistent 
with EGRPRA, H.R. 4607 ensures that all financial regulators are statutorily required to review their 
regulations on a regular basis, together. 

Source: Republican Policy Committee” 

From Countable:  “This bill — the Comprehensive Regulatory Review Act — would expand required 
reviews of existing financial regulations and have them occur every 7 years, as opposed to every 
10 years under current law. After carrying out the review, regulators would be required to consider 
tailoring regulations to limit burdens on covered businesses and individuals if regulations are 
found to be outdated, duplicative, unnecessary, or overly burdensome. Reviews would cover all 
regulated institutions, as opposed to only insured depository institutions under current law. These 
reviews are required by the Economic Growth and Regulatory Paperwork Reduction Act 
(EGRPRA) of 1996. 

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) and the National Credit Union Administration 
would assist the Federal Financial Institutions Examination Council, the Office of the Comptroller 
of the Currency, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), and the Federal Reserve 
Board. Currently, the CFPB doesnʼt participate in reviews while the NCUA voluntarily participated 
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in the most recent review. Findings from the CFPBʼs existing 5 year reviews of regulations would 
be included in the EGRPRA reviews so the process isnʼt duplicative and doesnʼt overlap. 

Impact 

Financial institutions; and financial regulators. 

Cost 

$3.00 Million 
The CBO estimates that enacting this bill would increase spending by $3 million over the 2018-
2027 for the CFPB to hire three additional employees to conduct the required reviews and 
analyses.” 
 
Also from Countable:  “The majority of the House Democrats on the Financial Services 
Committee opposed this bill, offering this explanation in the committee report: 

“Any comprehensive regulatory review should not be one-sided and focused on deregulating 
the industry, but rather seek a holistic approach to improve the overall regulatory framework 
to ensure it is truly working in the publicʼs interest. This means ensuring the review criteria is 
balanced, and the process encourages regulators to strengthen protections for consumer, 
investors, and taxpayers, not simply weaken regulations for megabanks and other large 
financial businesses. Unfortunately, H.R. 4607 does not provide such a balanced regulatory 
review approach.”  “ 
 
On Motion to Recommit with Instructions: H.R. 4607: Comprehensive Regulatory Review Act 
House Vote #94 
Mar 6, 2018 4:17 p.m. 
Failed 182/228  COSTELLO VOTED NO 
 
 
H.R. 4406: To designate the facility of the United States Postal Service located at 99 Macombs 
Place in New York, New York, as the “Tuskegee Airman Post Office Building”. 
House Vote #93 
Mar 5, 2018 7:04 p.m. 
Passed 387/0 COSTELLO VOTED YES 
On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as Amended in the House 
 
H.R. 3183: To designate the facility of the United States Postal Service located at 13683 James 
Madison Highway in Palmyra, Virginia, as the “U.S. Navy Seaman Dakota Kyle Rigsby Post Office”. 
House Vote #92 
Mar 5, 2018 6:55 p.m. 
Passed 389/0  COSTELLO VOTED YES 
On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass in the House 
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Costello Select Committee Activities 3/4 - 3/11 
 
Rep.	  Costello	  serves	  on	  the	  House	  Committee	  on	  Energy	  and	  Commerce	  
	  
	  

 Other Costello Congress Stuff 3/4 - 3/11 
 
The following bills were either introduced or co-sponsored by Costello this time period.  From 
ProPublica. 
 
COSPONSORED: 
	  
Cosponsor 
Date 

Title Sponsor Latest Action 

MARCH 8 H.R.4811: Securing Our Schools Act of 2018  Mike Bost 
(R-ILL.) In committee 

MARCH 8 H.R.5218: To amend title 23, United States Code, with respect to national priority 
safety programs, and for other purposes. 

 Steve Cohen 
(D-TENN.) Referred to committee 

MARCH 5 H.R.4997: GROW Act  Phil Roe 
(R-TENN.) Referred to committee 

MARCH 1 H.R.4256: BOLD Infrastructure for Alzheimer's Act  Brett Guthrie 
(R-KY.) In committee 

MARCH 1 H.RES.761: Supporting the goals and ideals of National Women's History Month. 
 Mike 
Thompson 
(D-CALIF.) 

Referred to committee 

 
INTRODUCED -  
 
Introduced 
Date Title 

Cosponsors Cosponsor 
Party 

Latest Action 

MARCH 7, 
2018 

H.R.5202: To amend the Controlled Substances Act to provide for 
the delivery of a controlled substance by a pharmacy to an 
administering practitioner. 

1 ALL 
DEMOCRATS Referred to committee 

 
Costello Web Site/Press Releases 3/4 - 3/11 

 
REP. COSTELLO AWARDED 2017 U.S. REPRESENTATIVE OF THE YEAR BY 
NATIONAL MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY 
March 5, 2018 Press Release 
Washington, D.C. – Rep. Ryan Costello (PA-06), Co-Chair of the Congressional Multiple Sclerosis 
Caucus, today accepted the U.S. Representative of the Year Award from the National Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS) Society for his work in Congress to support those living with MS and their families. 
Rep. Costello has been a strong supporter of research funding, and has spoken of the critical 
connection between research and future treatments and cures. Rep. Costello also voted to repeal the 
Medicare therapy cap to ensure patients have access to timely and appropriate care, and 
cosponsored and voted for the RAISE Family Caregivers Act, which directs the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services to implement a strategy to support the over 40 million family caregivers in the 
United States. 
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Rep. Costello accepts his award for 2017 U.S. Representative of the Year 
“Hearing from constituents and their families who are living with Multiple Sclerosis has given me 
valuable insight into how to support them through my work in Congress. More research can lead to 
the genesis of new treatments and reducing regulatory burdens can result in life changing care – Iʼve 
been proud to advocate for each of these initiatives in the past and will continue to do so in the 
future,” said Rep. Ryan Costello (PA-06), Co-Chair of the Congressional Multiple Sclerosis Caucus. “I 
am honored to receive this award, but above all, I am honored to be a voice for the many families and 
caregivers who are courageously advocating for a cure to defeat MS.” 
“Representative Costello recognizes the many factors that fold into a life with MS and has wasted no 
time in working toward addressing them,” said National MS Society President and CEO Cyndi 
Zagieboylo. “From research breakthroughs, to enhancing everyday care and support systems, the 
efforts led by Representative Costello are invaluable as we work toward ending MS.” 

 
Rep. Costello with Pennsylvanians, including constituents Karen Kovnat and Sandy Carter, at the MS 
Society Conference 
 
https://costello.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/rep-costello-awarded-2017-us-representative-
year-national-multiple 
 
 
Highlights of Costello’s weekly e-newsletter “Ryan’s Report”, published 3/6/18: 

• Opening section on gun safety:  “I continue my work to support legislation to help stop gun 
violence tragedies, and this week, I joined Giffords for a press call with Congresswoman 
Stephanie Murphy (D-FL) and Congresswoman Robin Kelly (D-IN). The focus of the call 
was to discuss congressional action on gun violence research. I'm pleased to be a 
cosponsor of Congresswoman Murphy’s legislation, H.R. 1478, the Gun Violence 
Research Act, which would repeal the Dickey Amendment. By repealing this amendment, 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other health agencies would be 
allowed to study gun violence data and trends, which they have been prevented from doing 
since the Amendment first passed in 1996.” 

• Next Costello highlights legislation passed to address human trafficking:  “In 2017, there 
were 117 human trafficking cases reported in Pennsylvania - 81 of which were sex 
trafficking calls. Based on available statistics, since 2012, sex trafficking has been the 
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most highly reported type of human trafficking in Pennsylvania -- and "online ads" 
have been reported as a top venue/industry for sex trafficking for most years since 2012.” 

• Next focused on Rare Disease Day and a listing of healthcare related legislation that was 
passed. 

• Under Energy and Commerce, Costello discusses broadband access esp. in rural PA.  
Wraps up with Costello conversation with Equifax CEO during Energy and Commerce 
Committee hearing. 

• Here’s a link to the newsletter:  
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/view_newsletter.aspx?id=103770&c=PA06RC 

 
Costello Tweets 3/4 - 3/11 

 
On 3/5/18 Costello re-tweeted: 
Crohn's & Colitis Fn 
Verified acc 
@CrohnsColitisFn 
Mar 5 
More 
Thanks @RepRyanCostello for your leadership on behalf of #IBD patients! 

 
Amber J Tresca   
� 
and TheCrazyCreoleMommy 
https://twitter.com/CrohnsColitisFn/status/970718046959603718 
 
 
On 3/5/18 Costello tweeted: 
More 

As Co-Chair of the MS Caucus, it's an incredible honor to be named 2017 U.S. Rep. of the Year by 
@mssociety & have the opportunity to meet w/ Pennsylvanians who are advocating on behalf of 
each person, family, & caregiver living w/ MS. More on this work: https://costello.house.gov/media-
center/press-releases/rep-costello-awarded-2017-us-representative-year-national-multiple … 
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https://twitter.com/RepRyanCostello/status/970812109784276994 
 
 
On 3/6/18 Costello tweeted: 
Rep. Ryan CostelloVerified account @RepRyanCostello Mar 6 
RAY BAUM's Act will increase access to information & services for many. 5G networks mean 
doctors can more effectively treat patients who are hours from the closet hospital & rural businesses 
can compete beyond local markets. I spoke in favor of RAY BAUM's Act on the House Floor: 
[click the link to the tweet to watch the video] 
https://twitter.com/RepRyanCostello/status/971129107588308993 
 
 
On 3/7/18 Costello tweeted: 
Rep. Ryan Costello 
@RepRyanCostello 
Mar 7 
More 
I've been a strong supporter of advancing forward-looking health efforts & recently supported 
legislation that included several provisions important for seniors & rural communities, including 
telemedicine and home health. Read my op-ed for more on my work: 
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REP. COSTELLO: Lowering costs and improving access to Medicare 
By Rep. Ryan CostelloGuest columnist 
pottsmerc.com 
9 replies 
https://twitter.com/RepRyanCostello/status/971449259701755904 
 
 
On 3/8/18 Costello tweeted: 
Rep. Ryan Costello 
@RepRyanCostello 
Mar 8 
More 
Speaking at a forum at West Chester East High School about my support for legislation to allow the 
CDC to study gun violence data and trends - H.R. 1478, the Gun Violence Research Act 

 
https://twitter.com/RepRyanCostello/status/971925807793950723 
 
On 3/9/18 Costello tweeted: 
Rep. Ryan Costello 
@RepRyanCostello 
17h 
17 hours ago 
More 
Rep. Ryan Costello Retweeted GNYHA 
Learn more about my bill here: https://costello.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/rep-costello-
and-chairman-crowley-introduce-bipartisan-bill-support … 
Rep. Ryan Costello added, 

 

 
GNYHA 
@GNYHA 
The US faces an estimated shortage of 100,000 doctors in the next decade. We urge Congress to 
address the #docshortage by supporting the Resident Physician Shortage Reduction Act. 
#SaveGME  
Show this thread 
https://twitter.com/RepRyanCostello/status/972209620956696577 
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  Costello FaceBook 3/4 - 3/11 

 
Costello has two FaceBook sites I will monitor.   
 
One is his “Congressman Ryan Costello” page which has its latest post dated 2/8/18. 
 
The second is his “Ryan Costello for Congress” page which has more recent posts. 
 
On March 5, 2018 Costello posted: 
Ryan Costello for Congress added an event. 
March 5 at 12:56pm · 
Come join us to sign nominating petitions for Congressman Ryan Costello! The US Congressional 
petition period has been changed to February 27th through March 20th. If you are a registered 
Republican and live within the new 6th District (ALL of Chester County and parts of South Western 
Berks) please come join us for petition signing and conversation! Hope to see you there! 

 
 
MAR 
9 
Interested 
Congressman Ryan Costello Petition Signing Event 
Fri 3 PM · 82 Rents Inc. · Chester Springs, PA 
Causes 
 

Costello Public Appearances  FUTURE  
 
Will work on this. 
 

Costello General Info 
 

• Townhalls – xxx. 
o xx  

• Website:  https://costello.house.gov 
• COSTELLO’s CAMPAIGN :  484-443-8389 
• Offices:  

o Washington DC:  326 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, DC  20515, phone: 
202-225-4315 

o West Chester Office:  21 West Market Street, Suite 105, West Chester, PA, 193482, 
phone: 610-696-2982 



	   21	  

o Wyomissing Office:  840 North Park Road, Wyomissing, PA, 19610, phone: 610-376-
7630 

• House Committee Assignments: 
o Energy and Commerce Committee 

• Staff 
o Natalie McLaughlin, spokesperson 
 

Costello Background 
 
(From Wikipedia, pulled on 3/2/2018) 
 
“Ryan Anthony Costello (born September 7, 1976) is an American lawyer and politician from the state 
of Pennsylvania. A Republican, Costello is the representative for Pennsylvania's 6th congressional district, having 
been elected in the 2014 elections to the United States House of Representatives. He previously served on 
the Chester County Board of Commissioners (2011–2015), and as chairman from 2013 to 2015.	  

Early life[edit] 
Costello was born in 1976 to schoolteacher parents.[1] Costello attended Ursinus College and Villanova University 
School of Law.[2] 

Political career[edit] 
Costello served on the Board of Supervisors for East Vincent Township in Chester County, Pennsylvania, for six 
years, serving as chairman for the last four. He was elected the Chester County recorder of deeds in 2008.[2][3] He 
was elected to the Chester County Board of Commissioners in 2011.[4] His fellow commissioners elected him as 
chairman of the commission in 2013, and reappointed in 2014.[5] 

When Jim Gerlach, the Republican incumbent in Pennsylvania's 6th congressional district in the United States 
House of Representatives, announced that he would not run for reelection in 2014, Costello chose to run for the 
Republican Party nomination.[6] He faced no primary opposition.[7] 
He faced Manan Trivedi of the Democratic Party in the general election.[8] Costello defeated Trivedi, 56%–44%.[9] 

In 2016, Mike Parrish challenged Costello. Costello was re-elected. 
In November 2017, Costello voted for the Republican Party's 2017 tax plan that passed the House,[10] but did not 
commit to supporting a reconciliation version of the bill.[11] Costello said that he supported the House bill in the hopes 
that his vote would advance the process.[11] According to Bloomberg, the major sticking point for Costello was the 
reduction in individualsʼ state and local tax deductions in the House version of the bill, which would hit high-tax 
districts such as the one that he represents.[11] 

In February 2018, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, which has a Democratic majority,[12] released a new map for the 
state's congressional districts to replace a map which the court had previously struck down as a Republican 
partisan gerrymander.[13] According to The Philadelphia Inquirer, "Of the many Republicans who took a political blow 
from Pennsylvania's new congressional map, Chester County's Ryan Costello got hit the hardest."[12] Costello saw 
his district move from having a Republican-leaning constituency to a narrowly Democratic one. The Philadelphia 
Inquirer wrote that "the previous, GOP-drawn map was one factor aiding Republicans as they held a firm grip on 
every competitive seat in the moderate Philadelphia suburbs."[12] According to the Pottstown Mercy, the Republican-
drawn congressional map was "widely viewed as among the nationʼs most gerrymandered."[14] The New York 
Times wrote that the new congressional map met "every standard nonpartisan criteria" while ensuring a partisan 
balance.[15] After the new congressional map was released, Costello said he supported impeaching the justices who 
imposed the map, calling the court corrupt and undemocratic.[12] Republicans requested that the United States 
Supreme Court intervene in the redistricting dispute, although Politico reported that the Republican challenge was 
unlikely to be successful.[16][17] 
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Electoral history[edit] 
See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Pennsylvania, 2014 § District 6; United States House 
of Representatives elections in Pennsylvania, 2016 § District 6; and United States House of Representatives 
elections in Pennsylvania, 2018 § District 6 
Pennsylvania's 6th Congressional District election, 2014 

Republican primary results 

Party Candidate Votes % 

 Republican Ryan Costello 24,313 100 

Pennsylvania's 6th Congressional District, 2014 

Party Candidate Votes % 

 Republican Ryan Costello 119,643 56.29 

 Democratic Manan Trivedi 92,901 43.71 

Total votes 212,544 100 

 Republican hold 
Pennsylvania's 6th Congressional District election, 2016 

Republican primary results 

Party Candidate Votes % 

 Republican Ryan Costello (Incumbent) 88,349 100 

Total votes 88,349 100 

Pennsylvania's 6th Congressional District, 2016 

Party Candidate Votes % 

 Republican Ryan Costello (Incumbent) 207,469 57.24 

 Democratic Mike Parrish 155,000 42.76 

Total votes 362,469 100 
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 Republican hold 
 

Committee assignments[edit] 
115th Congress 

• Committee on Energy and Commerce 
• Subcommittee on Communications and Technology 
• Subcommittee on Digital Commerce and Consumer Protection 
• Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 

114th Congress 

• Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
• Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency Management 
• Subcommittee on Highways and Transit 

• Committee on Veterans' Affairs 
• Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs 
• Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity 

Personal life[edit] 
Ryan Costello lives along with his wife and two children in West Chester, Pennsylvania.[2] He is a Presbyterian.[18][19]” 

 
Endorsements and Ratings (Mostly from Votesmart) 

 
League of Conservation Voters gave Costello a 27% or 2017 on his National Environmental 
Scorecard.  http://scorecard.lcv.org/moc/ryan-costello 
 

Issues and Positions, From his Web Site: 
 

https://costello.house.gov 
 
Not updated yet. 
 

Campaign Contributions from OpenSecrets.org or FEC.gov 
 
From OpenSecrets. 
https://www.opensecrets.org/members-of-congress/summary?cid=N00031064&cycle=2018 
 
Campaign Committee – 

	  	  
2018	  

	  	  Campaign	  Committee	  &	  Leadership	  PAC	  Combined	  
Campaign	  Committee	  &	  Leadership	  PAC	  Combined	  Fundraising,	  2017	  -‐	  2018	  

LAST	  REPORT:	  12/31/2017	  
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Raised: 	  $1,652,587	   

Spent: 	  $553,819	   

Cash	  on	  hand: 	  $1,367,804	   

Debts: 	  $0	   

Top	  Contributors,	  2017	  -‐	  2018	  
Contributor Total Individuals PACs 
Comcast	  Corp $28,300 $18,300 $10,000 
Sutherland	  Capital	  Management $15,800 $15,800 $0 
Cigna	  Corp $15,000 $0 $15,000 
National	  Air	  Traffic	  Controllers	  Assn $15,000 $0 $15,000 
PPL	  Corp $15,000 $0 $15,000 
Top	  Industries,	  2017	  -‐	  2018	  
Industry Total Individuals PACs 
Leadership	  PACs $140,498 $0 $140,498 
Pharmaceuticals/Health	  Products $114,700 $8,200 $106,500 
Health	  Professionals $103,000 $3,000 $100,000 
Insurance $73,950 $9,200 $64,750 
Lawyers/Law	  Firms $65,200 $35,000 $30,200 
	  
Total	  Raised	  vs.	  Average	  Raised	  

abcdefhiklmnopqrstuvwxyzabcdefhiklmnopqrstuvwxyz$0$600K$1.2M$1.8M$2.4M$3M10141618Total	  
Raised	  by	  Ryan	  Costello	  -‐	  Campaign	  Committee	  &	  Leadership	  PAC	  CombinedAverage	  Raised	  by	  House	  
Members	  -‐	  Campaign	  Committee	  &	  Leadership	  PACCombined	  
Source	  of	  Funds	  (Campaign	  Committee),	  2017	  -‐	  2018	  	  

Type Amount Percentage 
Small	  Individual	  Contributions	  (<	  $200) $12,147 0.77% 
Large	  Individual	  Contributions $493,743 31.48% 
PAC	  Contributions $1,043,750 66.54% 
Candidate	  self-‐financing $0 0.00% 
Other $18,954 1.21% 
NOTE: All the numbers on this page are for the 2017 - 2018 election cycle and based on 
Federal Election Commission data released electronically on 03/06/18 for Fundraising totals, 
Source of Funds and Total Raised vs Average, and on 02/20/18 for Top Contributors and 
Industries.  ("Help! The numbers don't add up...") 
 
About the PA D6 Race: 
 

 https://www.opensecrets.org/races/summary?cycle=2018&id=PA06 
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2018 

Total Raised and Spent 

 Download .csv file 
Candidate Raised Spent Cash	  on	  Hand Last	  Report 
Ryan	  Costello	  (R)	  •	  Incumbent $1,568,594 $451,002 $1,364,121 12/31/2017 
Chrissy	  Houlahan	  (D) $1,227,163 $276,773 $950,391 12/31/2017 

We do not have data for the following candidates: 
• Paul Masters (R) 

 
 


