
 

 

 

December 11, 2017 

Dear Members of the Senate Education Committee, 

I am writing to express my concern for SB 2, creating Education Savings Accounts, which are defined as an 

account established and administered by the State Treasury for school-age children, and controlled by a parent, 

with money that may be spent on qualified education expenses including private school tuition. 

I see several problems with this proposed legislation.  First, it is difficult for me not to believe this is another 

attempt by the Pennsylvania General Assembly to undermine, and privatize public education.  I have spent 35 

years in public education working in urban, rural, and suburban settings.  I would suggest all members of the 

General Assembly visit public schools in various areas of the state to see how children are engaged, and the 

great things teachers are doing to educate children.  Public school teachers educate all children including those 

with disabilities, mental health concerns, single parent families, divorced families, incarcerated parents, and a 

myriad of other societal concerns.  No private school is asked to do this. 

Specifically, I see the following issues with SB 2 as it is currently proposed: 

1. The bill excludes eligibility for students attending charter or technical schools.  Charter and 

technical schools are considered public schools in Pennsylvania.  By excluding these schools for 

eligibility, you are establishing a double standard, and creating a second pool of money to be 

siphoned away from public schools.  Charter schools already consume $16 million in our district, 

and many of those schools are not performing very well.  SB 2 will allow money to be spent on 

underperforming charter schools, and also send money to private schools. The financial drain 

for public education will continue to worsen. 

2. Transportation costs for school districts will increase.  SB 2 requires the public school district 

to provide transportation to the private schools whose students are using an Educational 

Savings Account.  This will increase or costs.  WCASD currently spends about $7 million per year 

transporting 11,000 public school students, and about $7.5 million transporting 4,600 non-

public school students to more than 120 different schools. 

3. Who will be responsible for providing a Free and Appropriate Education (FAPE)?  Currently 

federal law requires that public school districts, not private schools, provide FAPE for special 

needs children.  While SB 2 includes an increased cost formula for special education students, it 

does not address what happens when a child’s Individual Education Plan (IEP) is not being met.  

If public school dollars are being used to educate a child, I would expect a parent whose child is 

not being provided a FAPE to be inclined to ask the public school for additional help, or to file for 

a due process hearing. Will the private schools be responsible for this?  Will they be permitted 

to exclude children because of FAPE?  I see many legal and constitutional problems with this 

provision. 

 

I urge members of the Senate Education Committee to vote “NO” on SB 2.  It will only serve a privileged few 

people and will not serve special needs children. 
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Rather than create another bureaucratic system that further undermines public education, work within the 

federal laws, Individual with Disabilities in Education Act (IDEA), and hold school districts accountable to 

identify needs of children and make educational placements that meet the needs of these children.  SB 2 does 

nothing to make that happen. 

Thanks I advance for voting “no” on this bill. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Jim Scanlon, EdD 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


